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The Alexandria Police Department is an accredited law enforcement agency and meets 
the high Standards of the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies. 
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The mission of the Alexandria 

Police Department is to provide 

competent, courteous, 

professional and community 

oriented police services.  We are 

committed to maintaining and 

enhancing a strong and productive 

partnership with the community to 

continue to reduce crime and 

improve the quality of life in all of 

Alexandria's neighborhoods.  We 

are dedicated to protecting life and 

property while assuring fair and 

equal treatment to everyone.  

Central to the Department’s 

mission are the values that guide 

its work and decisions. 

We, the men and women of the 

Alexandria Police Department, 

value: 

HUMAN LIFE    

DIGNITY 

INTEGRITY 

EXCELLENCE 

LAWS AND CONSTITUTION 

ACCOUNTABILITY  

PROBLEM-SOLVING 

COOPERATION 

OURSELVES 



 

·

I am pleased to present the 2014 Annual Report for the 
Alexandria Police Department. The crime stats from 2014 
are one example of how we measure our success in the 
responsibilities that our sworn, civilian and volunteer staff 
undertake to protect the City of Alexandria. The historic 
lows in Part 1 crime are a reflection of the unprecedented 
level of cooperation we have with our City partners, the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office and, most 
importantly, our community.  

 

In addition to reducing crime, we also closed six 
homicides by arrest in 2014; two of which were unsolved 

cases from 2003 and 2009. These closures are representative of the persistence and tenacity my staff bring to 
work each and every day. We are committed to the pursuit of justice so that the community remains confident in 
our ability to serve and protect those that work, live and visit this great City.  

 

The men and women of the Alexandria Police Department recognize that the trust bestowed upon us is earned 
each day through the strong relationships between the police department and the community. As we move into 
2015, we will increase our efforts in creating opportunities that will allow for the exchange of ideas and 
information, so that we can continue to provide professional, competent and value based service. 

 

One of my goals in 2014 was for the Police Department to attract and retain quality officers. I am pleased to 
report that we have been successful in hiring the applicants that share and support the values and commitment 
expected by me and the community. I know that a successful police – citizen interaction must start with the 
quality of the people we hire in addition to the training we provide.  

 

I am proud of our sworn and civilian staff. They have made a commitment to public service and work diligently to 
serve, protect and represent this City in the manner that we can all be proud.  

 

This annual report is a reflection of the work we completed this past year and a brief look into your police 
department. I encourage you to learn more about us in 2015 by following us on social media, attending our police 
citizens academy or interacting with me and my staff at the many community events scheduled. I look forward to 
the conversation. 



 

DIVISION 

SECTION 

UNIT 

ANCILLIARY 

BUREAU 

Alexandria maintains a modern, highly trained, technically skilled, energetic, diverse and 
well-equipped police department, with a current authorized strength of 304 sworn and 
138 civilian employees.  

The Alexandria Police Department has been internationally accredited by the 
Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) since 1986 and 
was reaccredited in 1991, 1996, 2001, 2004, 2007, 2010 and 2013.  This is a significant 
accomplishment for the men and women of the department. CALEA accreditation is a 
rigorous and difficult process that, if achieved, affirms the professional status of law 
enforcement agencies worldwide. 

Earl L. Cook 

Brenda D’Sylva 



 

Deputy Chief  

Eddie Reyes 
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Ruthanne Lodato was killed in her home on Ridge Road Drive on 
February 6, 2014. At approximately 11:35 a.m., officers 
responded to the 2400 block for a report of a shooting.  
 
The two adult, female victims were transported to local 
hospitals. One victim suffered non-life-threatening injuries. 
Lodato succumbed to her injuries at the hospital.  
 
Initial investigation indicated the suspect knocked on the door of 
the residence and shot the two victims when they answered the 
door. The suspect then fled. He was described as an older white 
male, balding with gray hair and a full beard.  
 
The Alexandria Police Department immediately conducted an 
exhaustive search for the suspect, even utilizing a Fairfax County 
Police Department helicopter. The initial search also caused the 
lockdown of several Alexandria City Public schools as a 
precaution. The day after the homicide, police released a 
composite sketch of the suspect and asked for the public’s help 
in identifying him. 

On March 6, the Police Department received forensic reports 
from the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Department of Forensic 
Science regarding the Lodato homicide in comparison to 
evidence collected in two previous homicides. 

Analysis showed that “the items (bullets) exhibit the same 
general rifling class and characteristics and are similar in design 
to evidence (bullets) submitted in both Kirby and Dunning cases. 



 

However, the results of the microscopic comparisons were 
inconclusive. It was not possible to identity or eliminate these 
bullets as having been fired from the same firearm.” 

This report showed there was enough similarity between the 
bullets in the homicide investigations of Nancy Dunning (2003), 
Ron Kirby (2013), and Ruthanne Lodato (2014) to link the crimes 
together.  

The following week, news reports linked Charles Severance to 
these investigations. Mr. Severance’s name had been brought to 
the attention of the Alexandria Police Department during the 
routine analysis of crime tips. Further investigation by multiple 
law enforcement agencies determined that Mr. Severance was a 
convicted felon in unlawful possession of firearms. He was 
located by law enforcement officials in West Virginia, where he 
was arrested on a Loudoun County warrant for the weapons 
violation.  

At the time, the Alexandria Police Department had not charged 
Mr. Severance with any crime. Detectives continued to follow up 
on the crime tip information; however, it would have been 
premature to name him as the only possible suspect in the 
investigations.  

For months, detectives constantly investigated and evaluated 
the facts and evidence related to this case. Detectives were 
tasked with fully vetting over 1000 tips, including investigating 
any connection Severance may have had with these crimes. It 
was a complex and time-consuming endeavor. It was also 
imperative that the Police Department follow the proper 
investigative process and present probable cause to 
the Commonwealth Attorney before charging Severance and 
naming him as a suspect in this case. 

On September 8, Charles Severance was charged in the 
homicides of Ruthanne Lodato, Ron Kirby, and Nancy Dunning. 
He was indicted on the following charges related to the three 
investigations:  

 Nancy Dunning Case: First Degree Murder and Use of a 
Firearm in the Commission of a Felony 

 Ron Kirby Case: Capital Murder, Use of a Firearm in the 
Commission of a Felony, Possession of a Firearm by a Felon  

 Ruthanne Lodato Case: Capital Murder, two counts of Use 
of a Firearm in the Commission of a Felony, Possession of a 
Firearm by a Felon, and Malicious Wounding 

 
This was a complex and time-consuming investigation that 
spanned almost 11 years. Severance’s trial date was set for 
October 2015. 

The Alexandria Police Department would like to thank the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Virginia State Police, and area 
law enforcement agencies for their assistance. 

Photo courtesy of Washington Post 



 

On Thursday, June 19, Julio Caesar Urrutia-Erazo, 27, was shot in 
the 3800 block of Russell Road. At approximately 11:40 p.m., 
police responded to the area for a shooting. The victim was 
located by police suffering from a gunshot wound to the upper 
body. He was transported to an area hospital in critical 
condition. The initial investigation indicated the shooting 
occurred after a verbal altercation between two groups of 
people. 

 
Urrutia-Erazo succumbed to his injuries and died on June 21. 
 
On October 17, Alexandria Police charged three suspects in 
connection with this homicide: 

 Jesus Alejandro Chavez was charged with Use of a Firearm 
During a Crime of Violence Causing Death, Murder in Aid of 
Racketeering, and Felony Possession of a Firearm.  

 Jose Del Cid was charged with Murder in Aid of 
Racketeering.  

 Genaro Sen Garcia was charged with Murder in Aid of 
Racketeering. 

These charges were placed through an indictment by the U.S. 
Attorneys Office. The full indictment charged 13 gang members 
with crimes in Prince William County, Fairfax County and 
Alexandria. 
 

 
 
On July 4, Asabech Abayneh, 43, was found deceased in her 
residence. Police responded to the 5600 block of Derby Court, at 
11:32 a.m. for an unresponsive female. An adult female was 
found deceased in her residence. The manner of death could not 
be determined at the scene. An autopsy the next  morning ruled 
the death a homicide. 
 
The Alexandria Police Department is still seeking information 
regarding this homicide. Anyone with information regarding Ms. 
Abayneh or who has had contact with her in the past six months 
is asked to contact Detective Loren King at 703.746.6689. 
Detectives would like to remind witnesses that they can remain 
anonymous. 

 

 
 
On September 7, Carolyn Cross, 64, was killed in her home in the 
4800 block of Kenmore Avenue. Around 8:12 a.m., officers 
responded to assist the Fire Department and medics. The victim 
was pronounced dead at the scene.  After a quick and thorough 
investigation, police charged Dawit Seyoum, 29, of Alexandria, 
with First Degree Murder.   
 

On October 14, the Alexandria Police Department was able to 
successfully close a five year-old homicide. Willie Smith, 48, a 
non-city resident, was charged with the 2009 murder of Michael 
James Horton. 

On Thursday, June 18, 2009, at 6 p.m., officers responded to the 
600 block of N. Payne Street for a report of an Aggravated 
Assault. They found a man lying on the ground suffering from 
several stab wounds to the upper body. He was pronounced 
dead at a local hospital. An autopsy ruled the death a homicide.  

Alexandria Police Detectives regularly review unsolved cases to 
see if new investigative steps are available. Individuals in this 
case were interviewed again for possible new information. It 
was determined that the suspect, Willie Smith, killed the victim, 
Michael James Horton, after an altercation. 

“Arrests such as these are meaningful professional victories for 
our detectives,” said Police Chief Earl Cook. “We do not have the 
necessary resources for a full-time Cold Case Unit. Our 
detectives carry a full case load and they investigate these “cold 
cases” in addition to their normal duties because of their 
commitment to the families of the victims. I am extremely proud 
of the hard work and dedication that allowed us to bring this 
case to a close.” 

Willie Smith is currently incarcerated at the Greensville 
Correctional Facility for Abduction and Robbery that occurred in 
Fairfax County in 2009.  
 

 
On June 16, at approximately 6:16 p.m., police responded to the 
400 block of Hansen Lane for a call regarding a suspicious 
package in a backyard. Officers found a bag containing a firearm 
and a suspected explosive device.  
 
The Arlington County Fire Department EOD Unit responded, and 
Fairfax County Police Department assisted with use of a 
helicopter. An item was detonated in a controlled manner to 
safely dispose of the possible explosive. This is a standard 
method used by explosive experts. Several nearby houses were 
evacuated due to their proximity to the possible detonation 
zone. The helicopter located a person in a wooded area that 
appeared to be deceased. Upon investigation, it was determined 
that the person died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound and 
was the owner of the suspicious package.  
 
The deceased was identified as James Froman, 50, of Alexandria.  



 

 
The promotions of Deputy Chief Hooper and Deputy Chief Gittins 
mark the first time in the history of the Alexandria Police 
Department that a woman has reached the rank of Deputy Chief. 
 
Deputy Chief Tammy Hooper has served with the Alexandria 
Police Department for 25 years. She is a graduate of the FBI 
National Academy-Session 235 and holds a Graduate Certificate 
in Criminal Justice from the University of Virginia, and a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Administration of Justice from George 
Mason University. 

Deputy Chief Dianne Gittins started her career in law 
enforcement with the Alexandria Police Department in 
December 1989. She has a Master’s degree in Public 
Administration and a Bachelor of Individual Studies in Behavioral 
Science/Criminal Justice, both from George Mason University. 
Deputy Chief Gittins has a wide breadth of experience within the 
police department having also held positions in each of the four 
bureaus. Most recently she commanded the Motor Unit and 
Parking Enforcement, which includes a staff of over 60 
employees.  
 

 
Alexandria’s Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) held an Awards 
Luncheon on Wednesday, November 5. Hosted by Mayor 
William D. Euille, Police Chief Earl L. Cook, Sheriff Dana 
Lawhorne, and Liz Wixson from the Department of Community 
and Human Services, four Alexandria Crisis Intervention Team 
members were honored. 
 
Awards were presented to:  
PSCO Meghan Tallon “CIT DEC Employee of the Year” for 
handling and engaging a caller with PTSD until help could reach 
him in person. 
 
Deputy Dawn Jefferies “CIT Deputy of the Year” for her 
commitment to transporting people detained for mental 
evaluations to and from numerous hospitals to hearings. 
 
Officer Marcus Downey “CIT Officer of the Year” for his 
assistance to a woman charged with prostitution who then 
attempted to take her own life. 
 
Officer Frank Riley “CIT Intervention of the Year” for his 



 

realization that a woman’s chronic cycling through City agencies 
was related to mental illness and she was in need of services. 
 
Alexandria’s Crisis Intervention Team was developed in 
collaboration with the Department of Community and Human 
Services, the Alexandria Police Department, and the Alexandria 
Sheriff’s Office to help improve staff interactions and outcomes 
with persons with mental illness and substance use disorders. 
Unlike most CIT programs across the country which are 
comprised solely of police officers, Alexandria’s program 
includes staff from all first responding agencies to ensure that a 
comprehensive, City-wide approach is in place to assist residents 
with mental illness 
 
CIT is based on a model developed by the Memphis Police 
Department in 1988 following a police shooting of a person with 
mental illness. The training is designed to educate and prepare 
police and other officials who come in contact with people with 
mental illnesses to recognize the signs and respond effectively. 
The program is one of a number of cooperative, multi-agency 
initiatives currently underway in Alexandria to help divert 
persons with mental illness and substance use disorders away 
from the criminal justice system and into the treatment system. 

 
 
In August, the  Police Department announced the 
implementation of RAIDSONLINE.com, a website the public can 
use at no cost to search for crimes reported in and around 
specific areas in Alexandria. RAIDSONLINE.com replaces the 
CrimeReports.com tool. RAIDSONLINE.com allows users to 
search for historical data as far back as January 1, 2013, while 
the previous reporting site would only allow the user to search 
the previous six months, in one month intervals. 
 
RAIDSONLINE.com is another tool that Alexandria Police 
Department uses to provide information about local crime to 
the City’s residents. The application also includes an advanced 
analytics dashboard which empowers the user by allowing the 
ability to create charts and graphs showing crime patterns 
relating to time of day or day of week. In addition, 
RAIDSONLINE.com allows users to create “hot spot” maps, an 
analytic layer that displays the density of criminal activity in their 
neighborhoods.  

 

On September 27, after years of hard work, the Alexandria 
Police Foundation broke ground on a memorial honoring those 
who have died in the line of duty. Since the early 1800s, 

eighteen of Alexandria’s Police officers have lost their lives in 
service to the City of Alexandria. 
 
During the ceremony, Mayor William D. Euille, Police Chief Earl 
L. Cook and Alexandria Police Foundation Chairman Willem 
Polak gave remarks. Virginia House Representative Jim Moran 
also attended the groundbreaking ceremony and asked that all 
pray so that no new names would have to be added to the 
memorial.  
 
The memorial was originally intended to be built with police 
headquarters in 2011. However, the City did not have the funds 
to carry out the project. As a result, the Alexandria Police 
Foundation spearheaded an initiative to create a publicly 
accessible memorial.  The Foundation worked with two local 
companies, HDR and Whiting-Turner, to make a memorial that 
would “properly honor the courage, sacrifice and memory of 
these officers.”  

 



 

good news 

Officer Staab helps distribute 

Christmas gifts to those in need 

at ARHA’s Winter Wonderland 

Officers give their opinion on the 

font to be used on the Alexandria 

Police Memorial 

New recruits host the swear-

ing-in ceremony for the new 

graduating class. 

K-9 “Zara” 

graduates from 

Basic Canine 

Training. “Zara” 

was given to 

APD by the 

Animal Welfare 

league of 

Alexandria 



 

Sgt Brian 

Thompson spent 

some time with 

First Dogs, Bo and 

Sonny, when the 

APD escorted the 

President.  

School Crossing Guard Charlotte 

Ross retired after 49 years. 

Students, teachers, and staff at 

Polk Elementary held an 

assembly to honor Charlotte.  

APD’s Community Oriented Policing Unit and 14 

area businesses worked together to donate full 

Thanksgiving meals to 24 area families in need.  

APD’s Community 

Oriented Policing 

Unit drove through 

Alexandria handing 

out toys donated 

from Toys for Tots 

and Walmart on 

Saturday, 

December 20.  

On May 5, APD and ASO held a 

Wreath Laying ceremony at Water-

front Park to honor those lost in the 

line of duty in Alexandria.  

K-9 “Xig-Xag” enjoyed some 

extra attention during National 

Night Out on August 5. 

On June 6,  APD 

participated in one leg of 

the 2014 Virginia Law 

Enforcement Torch Run 

for Special Olympics.  



 

 

 

On December 24, the Alexandria Police 

Department said good-bye to its beloved K-9 

“Gracie” as she went over the "rainbow 

bridge".  

 

K-9 “Gracie” spent the last five years 

protecting the City of Alexandria and its 

residents as the Alexandria Police 

Department’s first female canine. “Gracie” 

and her handler, K-9 Officer Steve Escobar, 

have worked and trained together since 

Officer Escobar was transferred to the K-9 

Unit in 2009. The pair graduated from Basic 

K-9 School in January 2010. “Gracie” and 

Officer Escobar worked the midnight shift for 

three years before being moved to the day 

shift. When not at work, “Gracie” and Officer 

Escobar continued to train. “Gracie” became 

certified as a bomb dog. She and Officer 

Escobar competed, along with other 

members of the K-9 Unit, in the United 

States Police Canine Association’s Region 3 

Dog Trials. In 2012, “Gracie” was the top 

novice dog in apprehension and obedience. 

 

“Gracie” was first diagnosed with kidney 

cancer in November 2013. Defying all 

expectations, she persevered and continued 

to work until the very end with her partner, 

Officer Steve Escobar. “Over the course of 

2014, Gracie was featured in several NBC 

Washington stories about her fighting spirit. 
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PART 1 CRIME STATISTICS 

QUALITY OF LIFE CRIME STATISTICS 

The Alexandria Police Department reports that total Part 1 crime decreased by 0.1%, or by 4 offenses, in calendar year 2014. 

As in previous years, Alexandria continues to experience historic crime lows.  These remain some of the lowest Part 1 crimes 

the City has experienced since the 1960’s.  Homicide, aggravated assault, and auto thefts decreased in 2014; There was one 

additional rape in 2014, while robberies and burglaries also increased 

“The crime stats from 2014 are another example of the tireless work of our sworn, civilian and volunteer staff to protect the 

City of Alexandria. Overall, Part 1 crime is down. In addition to these historic lows, we also closed six homicides by arrest; 

two of which were considered cold cases from 2001 and 2009. These numbers are also a reflection of the unprecedented 

level of cooperation we have with our City partners, the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office and most importantly, our 

community. The Alexandria Police Department is committed in our efforts to reduce and prevent crime so that all who live, 

work, and visit Alexandria can do so in a safe community,” stated Chief of Police Earl L. Cook.  
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* Traffic Stop, Subject Stop, and Flag Down are new call types within the new TriTech CAD system. 2013 and 2014 figures for  

some call types are estimated. 



 

ALEXANDRIA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

3600 WHEELER AVENUE 

ALEXANDRIA,VA 22304 

www.alexandriava/Police 

ADDRESS 

3600 Wheeler Avenue 

Alexandria, VA 22304 

WEBSITE 

www.alexandriava.gov/police 

PHONE 

Emergency 911 

Non Emergency 703.746.4444 

  

Like us on Facebook at 

facebook.com/

AlexandriaVAPD 

Follow us on Twitter at 

@AlexandriaVAPD 


